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Democracy is probably the most misquoted and misrepresented mode of government 
in the modern world. Leaders of governments & nations freely use the word 
“democracy” to justify all manner of political abuses from the imposition of laws to 
the frivolous invasion of other countries. If a country is democratic, so they say, then 
the country is “good”. If we are democratic, as we naturally are, then we are good. 
The problem is that democracy is a method of administration and not a quality of the 
individuals who administer their method of administration. Democracy is its people 
and its processes & not its leaders. 
 
In this booklet, Adrian Thurston lays the foundation for his forthcoming book “The 
Ideal State” in which he will describe the nature of genuine democracy for use in the 
21st century. This is so that the Institution of virtuous Citizenship may function in an 
Ideal State of genuine democracy and aim at idealism which we will say represents 
“the good”. 
 
In Pursuit of Reason quickly dismisses the western type assembly representative 
systems of political administrations as little more than functionaries of big business 
which only have sales of product in mind: party politics as an authoritarian voice in 
explanation and reasonable justification for the abuses to be administered in 
manipulating society according to the whims of big business: modern aristocrats as 
powerful party political lackeys who will administer the wills of anyone who will 
further their careers: libertarians who are the remnant of sociopathic warlords: and of 
course the oligarchs, academics and professionals who will do whatever it takes to 
maintain the status quo. 
 
This version of democracy is published by Adrian Thurston and his Institute of 
Citizenship research and in his capacity as Director of the London Lyceum. In Pursuit 
of Reason identities elements in western society which damage Citizenship and 
prevent the virtuous will of the people from being realised in true democratic fashion. 
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